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Castilla had adopted as his own the motto of Louis
XIV, 'DEtat, c'est moi\ When he deemed that the time
had come to retire, he himself selected his successor, in
the Bolivarian manner. After him, a succession of
moderately wise presidents maintained order amid grave
difficulties, of which a war with Spain was one. Castilla
died in 1867, after attempting to provoke a rising against
General Prado.
In 1872, Manuel Prado assumed the reins of govern-
ment and devoted himself with energy to the task of
reforming the army. He also addressed himself to the
business of organizing the municipal services, suppressing
supernumerary officials, and, like all dictators, setting
the country's financial house in order. The finances of
Peru were in a very shaky condition and guano was no
longer a sufficient source of income. The State took over
the saltpetre monopoly and so increased the yield from
guano that it presently furnished three-quarters of the
national income. Despite the war with Chile, which
was to prove so arduous a struggle, it is unquestionably
to Castillo and Prado that Peru owes its prosperity.